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peaceable and quiet life and may ourselves readily perform all that
is commanded us.'
Last in the roll of the second-century Apologists is Theophilus,
who held the see of Antioch in the reigns of Marcus Aurelius and
Commodus. Of the many works which he is known to have
written, the apologetic work Ad Autolycum alone has come down
to us. This Apology, written in flowing and easy Greek, was com-
posed some time after the death of Marcus Aurelius (A.D. 180).
It is the longest and most ambitious of the second-century
Apologies, but it adds little that is new in this type of literature*
IV. THE GNOSTICS
The future of the Christian Religion, and with it the future of
civilization, was destined to go upon lines not very different from
that of Justin Martyr's synthesis. But meanwhile other formula-
tions of Christianity were being made, formulations which neg-
lected the Old Testament and started from the current philosophy
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and the current science* Such were the speculations of Valentinus
and Basilides and the other schools commonly known as gnostics,
Two theories underlie these theologies: one is the Ptolemaic
system of Astronomy, the other is the belief in the immortality of
the soul, imprisoned in a mortal body. The first of these led to
belief in the various systems of Astrology, the second to the doc-
trine expressed in the Greek catchword soma scma *the body a
tomb.* These two theories are quite independent of Jewish and
Christian ideas, but were widely spread in the classical world in
the first two centuries of our era.
What is the shape of the World? The ancient view, attested
among other authorities by the Old Testament, is that it was not
unlike an old-fashioned trunk. Up above, covered by a curved
top, was the Kingdom of Heaven* Below was the Earth, with
pillars at the corners supporting the heavens, with the abode of the
dead underneath. In modern dap we believe in the Copernican
system, in which the ball of the earth goes round the Sun, itself
a mere member of the Milky Way, Neither Heaven nor Hell can
be a part of the phenomenal universe, as they were to the ancients.
Between these two views comes the Ptolemaic System. It still
regarded the Earth as the centre of all things, but in so far as it
differed from the old system it was founded upon scientific ob-
servation, upon agreement with observed facts1. Whatever men
might believe, there remained always the impressive spectacle of
1 On these theories see F. C Burkitt, Gfaarth md Gm&s% pp. 30 s$$>
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